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Fluth M. Jackson, left, Borarian at UG Riverside’s Rivera Library, and Melissa Conwarg, head of special collactions, with a display of their prized schfl books.

"WHO ARE WE?
WHO WILL WE BECOME?’

UCR’s Eaton conference delves into the philosophy of science fiction

BY PAT ERIEN
T PR AT
‘ hronicling Mars,™ the M8 Ea
Lom Sciince Fiction Coslisrenoe
at UC Eiverside todmy through
Sumday, s a starbarst of heminaries:
Eay Bradbary, Frederik Pobl, Kim
Stanley Robinson, Greg Bear, David
Brin, Gregory Benford and Larmry
MNiven

Bradbary, #7, it author of “The
Martias Chroesiches,” “The [Nlusgrabed
Man." “Dandelion Wine™ and “Fahr-
enhelt 451.° His talk, istroduced by
Mational Endowmesd for the Ans
chalrman Dana Giota, |8 free, Seating
i Hemited i the first 500 people in lne,

Bear sparmed with Jon Stiwart &n
“Thee Daafly Show.” Brim’s “The Post-
man® was adapied Imio a Kevin
Costner f¥im, and Pohl has bong
rafibed the states quo with his work.

=1 fimd] thee scadembe part Tz not-
ing — ibe cofveraathons, the panels,
the imterchange, s fanny, its lively,™
sakd Melissa Conway, organizer and
i of special collections at UCH
“I'ma bedting forweard (o hearing Mr.
Bradbury and Mr. Pobl, these grand
masters of science fiction taliking
aboul what inspired them "

Poil k5 the oaly person o win Huge
wwards a5 both & writer and edilor,
His "Man Plus™ i a tale of an
astronaut serglcally changed e a
cyborg o sarvive Mars' harsh cli-
maie, Pohl's creation becomes mone,
nol bess, haman as the shory evohes.
Pohlns wille, editor and retined English
professor Elizabeth Hull will moder-
aie 3 pancl,

*Brienoe Mction is one ol the
forma of folics (ks people read
wiihout havieg been assigned to i
and will likely read after they leave
formad schoolimg”™ sald Hill, ane of
several paribcpanis (o talk about the
conference by phooe or e-mail,

Sk Inoks forward Eo b inkellisctu-
al stimulstion. “Al mosl mstilalions
ihere is nazally only one — of two if
ibhe schogd &5 on the cusling cdge —
faculty who bteach sclence fction”
bt maldd

Professor Eric Habkin, at the Un-

versity of Michigan ai Ann Arber, |8
noted for teaching schenoe fiction,
which b defines a% fctbon (Bat dieals
willh social conspquenoDs. of Bclenes
and techeology.

“The vasl majority of sciente Be-
tion serves &5 4 kind of waming
motivated by the sense that we have
o play these things i In sar minds
in advamee,” be sald “But sclemos and
lechnobsgy have Deen going Casier
and faster and fxster, 5o it becomes
ever more important.”

Among (e spealoers i Geollrey
Landis, who has physics and cloctri-
cal-engineering degrees from MIT, a
PhD. in solid-staie o
Brown Ustversity, works for NASA on
Mars missions, and s author of 70
works of short Getion and two books,
imchading "Mars Crossing.”

The comferenoe has returmed 1o the
umniversity for the firsi tlne in 10
years. B was held n 306 in Seattle
and in 3000 5 Hong Eong UCH'S
Eatom Collectbon of Schemee Fiction,
Fasitasy, Herror and Uboplan Litera-
fure is the largest such eollection in
thae workd.

SPEAKING DUT

Bear spent time at the Jet Pro-
pulsion Lab during space misshons,
spake to FI agenis about a new view
of evolution, and discussed his book
“Quaniien” on “The Daily Show.” He
sinys be reason schenoe-Hetion writ-
erd pel Inviled o things e thal B
Eecause ibey are good at explaining
schemen 1o thie publie,

“T'm a radar for the deep stnacture
of scence and deep strucheres of
sockety. Fud those two together amd
youn burve @ story,” he sabd.

His newest boak, “City at the End of
Time” o b released in Augusi,
jumps ahead & hamdred trillion years,

“It's quite a romp,” he swid. =t's
hard emcngh tokmagine 30 years from
e

Mosi medern liorsture docsm
give the sense of expansion and
wonder found n eoenoe Molbon, he
aald: “They don'l do what Arther C
Clarke did for me, which was to biow

iy H!l:tlhiﬂﬁmii“
this image
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Martzn ] * o0 Wtars.

my héad open”

Hebinssn, a4 member of 1he Mars
Society, 18 author of “Red Mars®
“Green Mars™ and “Blue Mars," as
well as a shori-slory collection, “The
hlariians ”

“When ibe Mariser amd \iking
dats camne hack rom hars, |saw from
thi ssicllite photos that the lasd:
ecap wak very spodciacalar and often
remmiiniseent of aress of ike American
Wiest that | ke fo _lignix in:
deseris and the Slerra iim-
Lains above troeline, @6 partioulsr.”
Robisson sald <} was a placo whore |
roglld set stories that embodied all my
decpest inberesis as & wriler, in-
cluding wilderness and mew aiopisn
social snactures.”

Erience fiction, he sald, gives us a
chanoe o examine what we value amd
[i&=4F.

“As 'vie boen saying for years now,
wi are all living in o selenoe-fiction
norve] Ehat we are co-writing Logether.
S5 mow ackence [etion is the most
powerfud reakism wo have,” be said.

Brin, who won Hugo and Nebula
wwards for "The Postrman, ™ said, “The
msosl inferesting questions are: Who
were we? Who are we? 'Who will we
become ™

‘CHRONICLING MARS'
008 Eaton Scince Ficton Confsnce

 WHEN: Today

WHERKE: LIC Riversidie, ﬁuﬁwua&

COST: $125 for thres days: 570 por day.
st

FREE EVENTS: Ray Bradbury’s [k d pm
Sahurday, 25 wall i Mars nﬂ;m
lnday and the Ul

INFORMATION. 51 4775
salprconfenence ucr adu

SCHEDULE

TOBAT: 1) am. “Mars From War in lar” wih
Raberf, Heuath, Baorpe Sheser. Terry Marpold,
Plptering Yuding, Mark Boukd, Lisa Aaphaks. 2
pum. “Harfian Wy Scentilic and Mythical
bszs of Wars” with Rob Lathom,
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